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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

OTTK INFLUENCE.*

Rev. R. H. Martin, Beaver Falls, Pa.

God has so constituted man and has

placed him in such relationships in life

that it is impossible for him to go through

life without ten thousand influences go-

ing out from him to mould the lives and

determine the destiny of others. Man is

born with the power of influence. It

grows as he grows. He cannot shake it

off. He must either be a light to illumine

or a tempest to destroy. God has so con-

stituted him that he must ever be receiv-

ing impressions from others and impress-

ing others. The ideas, purposes, habits of

one soul are ever photographing them-

selves on other souls. Language, conver-

sation, books, oratory, are of value only be-

cause the thoughts and purposes of one

life influence other lives. God has created

man a social being. The laws of his na-

ture require that his life be spent in the

society of others. He has set the race to-

gether in families, where they must live

in closest intimacy. He has organized

church and state, in which men are bound

together by common interests and work

together to secure common ends. Man’s

whole life is a life of relationship. Ab-

stract from a man’s life all that in any

way affects his fellow-men, and nothing re-

mains. There is no place in the Ten Com-
* A sermon preachedfrom the words. “ None of us lireth

to himself," Monday evening
,

Oct. 21, 1001 , in connection
with the communion services of Second New York.

mandments for duties to self. God has

created man not to be self-contained, but

to live for others. This is a law of God
for all His creation. Nothing in nature

exists for itself, none of God’s creatures

live to themselves, nor does God live to

Himself. He is continually giving unto

all. Christ gave Himself for the world.

The Holy Spirit gives light, life and joy.

The angels are all ministering spirits.

When we look into nature we see nothing

there exists for itself, and is self-con-

tained. The sun, moon and stars shed

their light everywhere. The heavens give

their dew and rain to refresh and beau-

tify the earth. The air gives the vital

breath to all that live. The rivers give

their waters to the sea, the sea its vapors

to provide rain for the land. The moun-

tains give their soil to enrich the val-

leys
;
the valleys their purple-clustered

vineyards, and golden harvest fields, to

provide food for man and beast. The

lowest forms of life are sacrificed to sup-

port the life of the higher. The animal

kingdom is maintained by the death of the

vegetable kingdom. Man lives by the

death of all that is below him. Man is no

exception to this law which we find to be

universal elsewhere. His life is not to

terminate on self. He is to live for others.

He can no more bind up his life and live

to himself than the sun can cease to sbane^

the rivers to run, or the ocean to give it its

vapors.
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We direct attention to four facts con-

cerning the influence which we are con-

stantly exerting on our fellow-men:

I. We are responsible to God for this

influence. We shall have to render an ac-

count to Him for the influence we exert

on our fellow-men. The Bible clearly

teaches it. None of us deny it. What we

need is not proof of it, but rather that

which will deepen the sense of our re-

sponsibility and impress us with its great-

ness. There are some considerations in

reference to our influence that may serve

this end. It is an influence exerted on im-

mortal souls. If the objects we are influ-

encing are of little worth, then our re-

sponsibility for our influence on them will

not be great. But if of great worth, then

our responsibility will be great. And the

objects we are influencing are of the high-

est worth—immortal souls, capable of

thinking over after God His thoughts, en-

tering into His plans, extending their in-

vestigations into the farthest realms of

His truth—souls capable of rising into

likeness to God, so precious to the Son

of God that He gave His life for them,

souls that cannot possibly end their ex-

istence, but must live on eternally accord-

ing as they live here where we are in-

fluencing them. It was the worth of an

immortal soul that filled Paul’s mind, and

the thought that for his influence on that

soul he was responsible to God, when he

said : “If meat make my brother to

offend, I will eat no more meat while the

world standeth.”

This influence that goes out from us

touching immortal souls cannot be re-

called. It goes on producing its effects

regardless of the wish of the one from

whom it emanates. When Paul was con-

verted he repented of the evil he had done,

but that did not in any way prevent the

evil forces he had put in motion from

going on to produce their legitimate

effects. We may repent of an ill-spoken

word or an evil deed, but our repentance

will not recall the evil word or deed.
“ Boys flying kites haul in their white-wiDged

birds,

But you can’t do that way when you are flying
words.

Things that we think may sometimes fall back
dead

;

But God Himself can’t kill them once they’re said.”

To-day the locomotive drops a

spark along the railroad track. To-

morrow that locomotive is many miles

away. But that spark of fire ignites and

becomes a vast column of flame, mowing
down forests, destroying waving harvest

fields. To that locomotive and not to an-

other belongs that devastating flame, but

now it has no power to quench it. Thus

man goes through life, dropping into the

minds of others either evil thoughts which

are fanned into flame by the winds of

passion, and go on consuming integrities

and leaving desolation in their path, or

good thoughts which under Divine influ-

ences blossom and bear fruit in holy lives

and noble deeds, long after it is within

the power of him who first dropped them

there either to stay them or deflect their

course by a hair’s breadth.

Not only is the influence that goes out

from us impossible of recall, but it also

has a lasting effect on the soul it touches.

Euskin has said, “Take your vase of

Venice glass out of the furnace and strew

chaff over it in its transparent heat, and

recover that to its clearness and rubied

glory when the north wind has blown upon

it, but do not expect to strew chaff over

the child fresh from God’s presence and

bring back the heavenly colors to it.” The

impression once made on a soul can never

be entirely effaced. More than this, a

single word or deed of ours may deter-

mine the destiny of a soul. At cer-

tain seasons of the year travelers in the

upper regions of the Alps are warned to

proceed with the greatest quietude. So
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evenly balanced is the great mass of snow

above them, that a loud-spoken word, the

report of a gun, might destroy the equilib-

rium and start an avalanche down the

mountain side, destroying everything in

its path. In like manner there comes, as

Lowell tells us, a crisis period in the life

of every man, when he decides once for

all for the good or evil side. And in this

period unknown to us a single word or

deed of ours may determine what that de-

cision shall be—a decision involving the

destiny of an immortal soul. In the light

of these considerations, how great our re-

sponsibility to God for our influence.

II. Whether our influence on others be

for good or evil is determined by our

character. If our character be good our

influence will be good; if evil, our influ-

ence will be evil. The sun, moon and

stars have their characteristic rays of

light, and their rays take their peculiar

characteristics from the make-up of the

bodies from which they shine. So each

man has his characteristic influence, which

is determined by his character. Words and

deeds have their influence, but they de-

pend on what we are—our character.

Character is the fountain of life, words

and deeds; the streams that flow there-

from into the current of other lives. Char-

acter is the tree, root, trunk, branches;

words and deeds the fruitage of which

other lives partake. From a character

wholly good there will go out an influence

wholly good. From a character wholly

bad an influence wholly bad. We can

think of Christ having none other than a

good influence because His character was

perfect. We can think of Satan having

none other than an evil influence because

his character was wholly bad. If the evil

in us exceed the good, our predominat-

ing influence will be evil. If the good in

us exceed the evil, our predominating in-

fluence will be good. For whatever is

within a man will find its way outward to

influence others. “If light is within a

man, he shines; if darkness rules, he

shades
;
if his heart glows with love, it will

diffuse its warmth; if frozen with selfish-

ness, he chills; if corrupt and vile, he

poisons; if pure-hearted, he cleanses.”

It is our personality, more than what

we say or even do, that influences others.

Horace Bushnell has said, “Simply to be

in the world is to exert an influence—an

influence, too, compared with which mere

language and persuasion are feeble.”

There are men whose hearts are so full of

evil that their presence only is needed to

exert a baneful influence. Without word

or deed they consume integrities. On the

other hand, there are men whose influence

for good you cannot begin to measure by

their words and deeds. Paul stands be-

fore Felix, and as he reasons of righteous-

ness, temperance and judgment to come,

the governor trembles. Pilate with his

legions of soldiers to protect him quaked

before his silent prisoner—Christ. Where-

in lay the mighty power of Paul over

Felix, of Christ over Pilate? Not a tithe

of it was in their words. It was in the

nobility, the majesty and the grandeur

of their characters. From the personality

of each there went out an influence com-

pared with which their words were weak
and puerile. There are men into whose

characters there has been built up so much
of virtue, truth, courage and love that it

can truthfully be said of them, “Their

presence makes bad men good.”

III. To exert the greatest influence for

good we must renounce the self-life, and

live for the good of others. The world’s

supreme example of influence is Jesus

Christ. The secret of the mighty and ever-

increasing influence He has exerted in the

world for the past nineteen centuries is

in these words, “Though He was rich, yet

for your sakes He became poor, that ye
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through his poverty might be rich.” Rich

with all the wealth of heaven. He ex-

changed it for the poverty of earth, but in

the exchange He gained an influence over

the world that will yet lead it to accept

the riches of heaven. His entire life was

one of self-renunciation. Every word He
spoke, every deed He performed, every

burden He bore, every pang He suffered in

life and on the cross, was for a dying

world. Behind it all was infinite love for

men. By living this life of sacrifice and

service for men, He gained an influence

over the world that it cannot withstand.

“I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto me.” “Alexander, Caesar, Charle-

magne and myself,” said Napoleon,

“founded great empires. But on what did

the creations of our genius depend? On
force. Jesus Christ alone founded His

empire on love, and to this day millions

would die for Him. Men wonder at the

conquests of Alexander, but here is a man
who draws others to Himself for their

highest good, who unites to Himself not

a nation, but the whole human race.” The

way in which Christ gained such in-

fluence over men is the way in which His

disciples can gain their greatest influence

over their fellow-men. That disciple that

will save his life shall lose it, but the dis-

ciple that loses his life to self and lives

for others shall not only find it, but mul-

tiply it a hundred fold. Earth’s greatest

benefactors are those who have given

their lives in sacrifice and service for

others. Paul, who “sought not his own

profit, but the profit of others that they

might be saved,” was the greatest bene-

factor of his age. Not a tithe of what he

did is recorded in the Acts and in his

Epistles. By the time he had finished his

course he had touched more human hearts,

lifted more men from the mire of sin, and

exerted a greater influence on his age than

any other man. And this because he

counted not his life dear to himself that he

might save others.

A recent writer says that nearly all the

reforms in England of the past century

were due chiefly to the presence and in-

fluence of one man—Lord Shaftesbury.

He lived for the poor and down-trodden of

his country. * He gave his life for reform

acts and corn laws; he emancipated en-

slaved boys and girls who worked in fac-

tories and mines; he founded some forty

industrial, ragged and trade schools; he

established shelters for the poor and home-

less. When Parliament, of which he was

a member, would adjourn at midnight, he

went out in search of poor prodigals, and

often in a single night brought as many as

a score to shelter. When he died and his

funeral procession passed through the

square at London, the streets for a mile

and a half were packed with an innumer-

able throng. The costermongers raised a

banner on which were these words : “I

was sick and in prison and ye visited me.”

The boys from the ragged school lifted a

banner with these words : “I was hungry

and naked and ye fed me.” Lord Shaftes-

bury renounced the self-life and lived to

uplift the poor and down-trodden, and by

so doing not only gained an influence over

the lower classes of society, but in the

British Parliament his influence was so

great that he was able to accomplish re-

forms affecting the whole empire.

But not to the great alone is it given to

exert a great influence on others. Very

humble lives that have been lived for the

good of others have done much to alleviate

the woes of society and lead men to better

living. The two mites cast into the treas-

ury, the alabaster box of ointment poured

on the Saviour’s feet, the cup of cold

water given in His name—all humble

deeds of humble persons—not only re-

ceived the Saviour’s commendation, but

their influence has come down through the
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generations even to the present time. Dr.

Cuyler tells the following story : “In the

city of Worcester there once lived a reck-

less youth who seemed abandoned both of

God and man. He spent his nights in the

revelries of the dram shops, and his days

in the waking remorse of a drunkard. On

a certain Sabbath afternoon he was saun-

tering through the square of Worcester

when a kind voice suddenly saluted him.

It was from a stranger who touched him

on the shoulder and said, very cordially,

‘Mr. Gough, I believe?’ ‘Yes, sir, that is

my name.’ Then followed a few kind

words from the benevolent stranger, with

a pressing invitation to come over to our

meeting to-morrow night, where I will in-

troduce you to good friends who will help

you to keep a temperance pledge. The

promise was made on the spot. The pledge

was taken and by God’s help kept to the

day of his death. He who was thus in-

strumental in the reformation of John B.

Gough was a poor, humble bootmaker

—

Stratton by name. But to measure the in-

fluence of the bootmaker you must meas-

ure the influence of John B. Gough, who

touched more hearts to tears than any

other man living on the globe. Methinks,

when I listen to the thunders of applause

that greet John B. Gough in vast crowded

lecture halls, I am only hearing the echoes

of that tap on the shoulder under the elms

at Worcester.” No one’s calling so hum-
ble, no one’s ability so meager, that he

may not exert an influence on the world

that cannot be measured.

IY. Our influence is immortal. If

man had no life beyond the grave he would

still be immortal. There would still be

for him an earthly immortality. For the

influence of a man’s life lives as long as

the world lasts. Man has a double life

—

a personal life and a life of influence.

His personal life, so far as this world is

concerned, ends with his death. But his

life of influence has then scarcely more

than begun. There are many men who

do ten-fold more harm or good in the

world after their death than before it.

For whatever good or evil they have done

during their lifetime, goes on producing

its effects upon succeeding generations

long as the world lasts. The judgment is

not until the end of the world. For what

reason? This, among others, that man is

to be judged for all the good or evil he

does in the world, and he is doing good or

evil, not only from the time of his birth

to his death, but from the time of his

birth on to the end of the world. George

Eliot writes of the choir invisible:

“Of those immortal dead, who live again

In minds made better by their presence

:

In pulses stirred to generosity,

In deeds of daring rectitude
;
in scorn

For miserable aims that end with self,

In thoughts sublime, that pierce the

night like stars.

And with their mild persistence urge

man’s search

To vaster issues.”

The first verse of the Acts reads in this

strange way : “The former treatise have

I made, 0 Theophilus, of all that Jesus be-

gan, both to do and teach, until the day

in which He was taken up.” The former

treatise is the gospel according to Luke.

In it Luke gave an account of the entire

life of Christ, closing with an account of

His death and resurrection. Here he says

that in his gospel he gave an account only

of what Jesus began to do and teach.

What does he mean? That Christ during

the thirty years He lived in this world did

not complete but only began His work.

Christ is living in the world to-day, teach-

ing His truth, doing greater works than

when He was here in person on the earth.

So we believe that if we were able to trace

the influences that every human being sets
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in motion, measuring accurately their

effect on succeeding generations, we would

find that every man does more good or

harm after his death than while he lives.

At the close of every man’s biography

these words might be written, “This is an

account of all that this man began to do

and teach until the day of his death.” For

what is this world to-day but the sum
total of all the lives of former generations ?

The present generation did not begin life

empty-handed. It had as its inheritance

all the past; all the wealth, inventions,

education, literature, liberty, religion of

the past
;

all past reformations were

handed down to us as so much capital with

which to begin life. We take this capital

and add our increment of good and evil

to it—interest, we may call it—and hand

them down to the coming generation, so

that he who lives in any one generation

lives in all succeeding generations.

We are reminded by every passing train

that Watt is still toiling for humanity.

Franklin harnessed the lightning for all

time. Cyrus W. Field is still sending

cablegrams across the ocean. As we read

Paul’s Epistles we are reminded that “he

being dead” these eighteen hundred

years, “yet speaketh.” About a century

ago a young Moravian missionary came
across the Atlantic to Jamaica to carry

the gospel to the negro slaves. These

slaves were subjected to such outrageous

cruelty at the hands of their white masters

that they refused to listen to the mission-

ary. Despairing of gaining an influence

over them, he at last had himself sold as

a slave and labored with them in the sugar

plantation under the overseer’s lash. Fel-

lowship with them in their sufferings

gained for him the desired influence, and

when the day’s work was done, he gathered

them about him and told them the story

of the cross. But the unhealthful climate

and the severity of his labor soon broke

down his constitution, and he died. But

was that the end of his life ? Only its be-

ginning. Some years later the story of

his life of sacrifice for the slaves of

Jamaica crossed the Atlantic and came

to the ears of young Wilberforce, of Eng-

land, and nerved him with courage in-

vincible to fight the long battle in the

British Parliament for the freedom of

Britain’s slaves. Not only was Wilberforce

able to secure the abolition of the African

slave traffic, but largely through his in-

fluence the institution of slavery was out-

lawed in all the British colonies. When
Wilberforce died, he went up to God carry-

ing in his hands the broken shackles of

twelve million slaves. Wilberforce is liv-

ing to-day and ever will live in the lives of

the millions he freed. Living also is that

young Moravian missionary, whose life of

sacrifice filled the heart of Wilberforce

with courage, and anointed his lips with

eloquence, as he waged the battle of more

than a quarter of a century’s duration in

the Parliament for the freedom of

Britain’s slaves. His life helped to strike

the shackles from England’s millions, and

recrossing the Atlantic' lent strength to

the hand of Lincoln as he signed the

Emancipation Proclamation. The influ-

ence of that life, lived more than a genera-

tion ago, is marching down through the

generations, and will continue its majestic

march long as the world stands. Truly

our influence is immortal.

What kind of an influence are we exert-

ing? Is it for good or evil? Are other

lives being made better, purer, happier by

our lives, or the reverse? To exert the

right kind of an influence on our fellow-

men we must be Christ’s, live in close fel-

lowship with Him, and become like Him.

It is a wonderful power with which God

has endowed us—this power of influence.

We are living far better or worse than

wc think. By giving an immortality to
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lives, and should lead us to a high and

lofty service for humanity.

“Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,

And departing leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time.

“Footprints that perhaps another

Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother

Seeing, shall take heart again.

“Let us then be up and doing

With a heart for any fate;

Still achieving, still pursuing,

Learn to labor, and to wait.”

One man asked another, “If you had one hundred sheep, would you give fifty of

them for God’s work ?” He said to his friend, “I would be willing to give fifty.”

“Well,- you would not be willing if you had one hundred cows?” “Oh, j
res, I

would.” “You would not do it if you had one hundred horses ?” “Yes, I would

even be willing to give fifty horses.” “ If you had two pigs, would you be willing to

give one ?
” “ No, I would not

;
and you have no right to ask me when you know I

have two pigs.”—Regions Beyond.

An illustration of halting between two opinions, used by a student in Training In-

stitution, New Hebrides : Such a man is like a pigeon that lived in a wood between

two streams. It was thirsty. It heard the water running on one side, and thought,

“ I’ll go and drink.” It was about to fly off when it heard the water on the other

side and thought, “No, I’ll go there.” It could not make up its mind to which it

would go, and it sat there on the tree, making up its mind to go here and to go there,

till at last it died of thirst.

New York
,
Jan. 22

,
IQ02.

RECEIVED, through Olive Trees, from the Young

People of Second New York
,
Five Hundred Dollars towards

the salary of their Missionaryfor IQ02.

our influence, God has invested life with

a dignity and grandeur. By living in the

world a few short years we can influence

it throughout all the future generations.

This makes living sublime. The thought

of it takes all drudgery out of life.

It lifts the common tasks of life to a

high plane. It forbids us to waste life

in idleness. It calls upon us to let no day

pass without doing some good deed to

our fellow-men. It calls on us to re-

nounce the self-life and live for others that

we may multiply our influence for good.

The grand work accomplished by those

who have lived in earnest for their fellow-

men, sets before us the possibilities of our

$500.00
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.-^A letter from Miss

Maggie B. Edgar, under date of Nov. 27,

1901, contains an item or two of general

interest

:

School has been going on very quietly

and pleasantly since opening day. We
have forty-four boarders—all there is

room for—and the day school has a fair

attendance, considering all things, about

thirty-five. * * * Miss Wylie has a

very large school this year, and she is short

of teachers. It will be hard work for her

without more help. * * * All are

well. We are having beautiful weather

after the first rain.

A letter of the same date from Miss

Wylie contains additional items:
* * * I had to give up one of my

teachers. She is a married woman. This

is her husband’s last year in the Theo-

logical Seminary in Marash, of the A. B.

Mission, and she wished to teach this year.

But her little child, whom she had left in

Kessab with her mother, took sick and

she had to go to it. I was sorry, as she

is a very efficient teacher. She was raised

in our Mission and trained in the Mersina

School, where she taught, as well as for

Miss Cunningham in Suadia, before her

marriage. * * * I will always follow

with interest the work of her husband for

Christ. * * *

I took the girls out one day last week

for a picnic, and I never saw children en-

joy themselves more. It did one good to

watch them, and it was a wonder to see

more than eighty children play without a

quarrel.

About a month ago Mr. Stewart and Dr.

Balph visited Bahamra, where service was

held on Sabbath. They also went to the

Mergli to see Rahil Daoud, who has suf-

fered so long. She was very glad to see

them, and urged them to stay longer, as

the sight of them did her good. She sent

her love to us all and said she wished she

could see us before she died. She has ex-

pressed her faith in God and trust in the

Redeemer. I think of her as the merry,

pretty girl she was in school.

A week ago last Sabbath Dr. Balph

went to Jendaria, where he had service in

the forenoon, at which the brethren and

a good many others were present, and in

the afternoon, after treating fifteen or

twenty patients, he held another meeting

that was well attended. Last week he

visited Gunaimia to see the sick there.

A few days ago the Austrian steamer

landed a sick woman at this port. She

was very old and feeble and dirty. She

was a Jewess, and wanted to go to Jeru-

salem to die there. But she could not

stand the voyage. The captain and doctor

of the ship were afraid she would die and

then their vessel would be quarantined,

and so they put her off. Dr. Balph was

asked to take her into the hospital, and

he did, but there was no one in all the

town who could talk to her. It was very

pitiful. She died two days afterward, and

Miss Dodds was much grieved that there

was no Avay to direct her to the Saviour.

She had an Old Testament in her own

language.

Suadia, Syria.

—

A letter from Rev. J.

Boggs Dodds, dated Nov. 28, 1901, will

be read with interest

:

Our past communion season was a most

encouraging event. Eleven souls were

baptized and five new names added to our

roll, of which four were baptized and one
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received on profession of faith, who had

been baptized in infancy in the Kessab

church, her parents having been members

there. The attendance was unusually

large that day—no doubt owing to special

invitations given to many—two of whom
were Fellaheen who had never seen a

Christian service before.

Of the eleven baptized, one was a girl of

our school and two wrere boys out of our

school. These were all of about the same

age, and gave very satisfactory evidence of

conversion. There was no remarkable ex-

periences, but the daily life of each for

more than a year attested a change of

heart very clearly. The two boys seem

very sincere in their prayers, which are

devoid of all “stock” expressions, which

are heard in almost every prayer. One of

these boys is Debo, of wrhom you have

heard before. He has been entirely cast

off by his people, and we have let him stay

here for two years. Poor boy! He_is

greatly afflicted with diseased lungs. But

his happy mood makes him a general

favorite. Aboud, the other boy, is quite

as well liked, but has been here less in

vacations. These three are Fellaheen.

One of our teachers and Aboud set off to

visit a noted sheikh among the Fellaheen

a few days before communion. Their

talk was of the Lord’s Supper, and pro-

fessing Christ before the world. Said

Aboud, “I had a dream. Before

me was a door through which I de-

sired to enter very, very much. But it

was strong and securely locked. Never-

theless, I pushed against it with all my
might and it opened, and I was so happy.

But my joy soon perished, because there

was another door just like it. But I

pushed hard again and it opened, and

so in my dream twenty doors withstood

me, but every one gave way to my strong

effort. At last I saw before me a heavily

barred and grated window. The scene

beyond was very beautiful with trees and

flowers, birds and green grass and falling

fountains, but that window was too strong

for my feeble strength. High up in the

wall I saw a very small window without

bars. But I thought that it was impos-

sible for me to pass through it, or even to

reach it. At length a woman came past

me and made straight for the little win-

dow, and by resolute effort entered

through the window—the little window.

I took courage and by a great struggle I

got through. Then I was glad, and so

filled with peace. I saw a fig tree with

some very delicious figs, and I pulled and

ate one—so sweet—I had never tasted any-

thing so delicious. But at once I became a

branch on that tree, and then some who

came by laughed at me and jeered at me
for being a fig tree branch. But I was

content and happy in bearing such sweet

fruits. Then I awoke,” said Aboud in his

quiet way, and walked along silently for

a few steps, then added, “I do not know
that the dream means anything, but it

was that woman gave me courage.”

Nor do I conjecture concerning the

dream, but I pray that he may be a lus-

cious fruit bearer.

Another deeply interesting incident of

our communion was the experience of

Ahmed, one of our boys, who has been two

years in Latakia at school, and who joined

the Church there, being baptized over a

year ago with Ismaeel, another one of our

boys. These are Fellaheen. Ahmed had

been very satisfactory in his deportment,

had won his way with some of the brethren

from the old Christian sects, who are al-

ways difficult to persuade that a Fellah

can be converted. He had attended all

the preparatory services, and showed an

unusual concern, but I had attributed it

to his warmer hearted style of Christian-

ity. But I was nonplussed by him not

coming to get his token on Saturday even-
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ing. After the close of the service he

lingered until I could speak to him pri-

vately as to his reason for not coming for

a token. He said: “I am in great fear

of the anger of my father. I have never

told him yet that I am a Christian.” I

talked with him quite a while, and had

others talk with me, and finally let him go

home at sundown, commending him to his

Bible and his Saviour, and urging him to

tell his father. Sabbath morning he came

to church, and when the candidates for

baptism came forward, he rose and walked

before the two boys of his own race and

stood by them. It was, to me, a beautiful

sight, although some were considerably

disturbed by it, so much so that one arose

from the congregation and went to tell

him that he did not need to be baptized

again. But I understood him that he was

carrying out a suggestion made to him the

evening before, that he come forward with

those who needed encouragement and get

his token with those who were to be bap-

tized. His face was full of high resolu-

tion, although it cost him and the others

to stand before those two sheikhs and con-

fess Jesus as their Saviour. This boy is

now about seventeen. When received by
me into school, Dr. Moore and I both felt

that it was little use, as he seemed to

be weak-minded. But I have good hopes

that he may be a helpful teacher. The
poor fellow’s left arm is quite withered

from a child, and is useless. His parents

are like many another family here this

year, having scarcely enough to keep

stern starvation from their door. To-day

I took him in and we give him a place this

winter. He is just now painting with his

only hand, and does anything that he

can, so cheerfully. One little boy has had

a two days’ bilious spell, and was lonely

in the dormitory by himself. I went this

evening to see the boys to bed, taking my
lantern and entering by a private door.

There was Ahmed sitting in the dark and

the smaller child asleep. In answer to

my questions, Ahmed said, “Poor fellow 1

I thought he would be lonely by himself.”

He was doing what he could to let Ms
light shine in the dark.

I hope that the Church will not be dis-

couraged by the meager results, but our

hearts are full of praise to God, and we

look for “showers of blessings” where now
we have drops of promise. Our faith is

in His Word and in the Holy Spirit, and

our hope is in the future. I wish that

some of my ministerial brethren could

have a few turns with me in this lovely

valley of the Orontes, with its soft carpet

—mud ankle deep wherever you wish to

go, and a hundred yawning ditches to

receive you. They would then understand

why we are delighted to see even a very

few being added to the Church. Tell the

people at home that next spring the mud
will make good going, and that the future

is full of promise to all who work in-

faith. “Fear not, little flock”—that fits

us, and we ask those good co-workers at

home to hope on—to pray on—to work on.

A letter of the same date from Miss

Cunningham contains the following items

:

There have never been so many children

in our schools as this year—sixty day

pupils in the girls’ school. I trust they

will keep on coming. If they do we will

require more room, more seats and more

help. Probably a good many will be un-

able to come when the rains set in. Sa

far the weather has been fine and dry, but

this is a terribly muddy place in rainy

weather. It is as much as I can do to ex-

tricate myself from the mud, and quite

impossible for little girls. So we hardly

expect them when it rains, and when the

weather is fine again and they come back,

we find that they have largely forgotten

what they had been taught, and in many
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cases have lost their books as well and

have to begin again.

The children all come to Sabbath

school, and many of the women, too. The

services are well attended, and it is about

all we can do to accommodate the people.

This week there were seventy women pres-

ent at the mothers’ meeting, and as most

of them had a baby and several two or

three children, we were packed like sar-

dines, and several could not get into the

room. Yet we had a quiet, orderly meet-

ing. In their own religious ceremonies

the women are of no account, and are not

expected to take any part, and consequent-

ly they keep up a constant chatter, talk-

ing in their ordinary tone of voice about

everything and anything. It is quite a

step to get them to keep quiet when one

is reading or praying.

Our communion was a day long to be

remembered. There were eleven baptisms

and five new communicants. Of the two

boys, Debo and Aabod, you have heard

before. Fatoon, from the girls’ school,

who has been with us five years, has no

mother, and worse than no father. Mok-
hiel and his wife have been constant ad-

herents for the last three years. She was

originally a Protestant and he an Arme-
nian, but practically heathen both of them.

She first began to come to the women’s
meeting. Then they both began to at-

tend church services, and are trying to

train their children for Christ. They have
been kept from the fear of man.

People here live in fear of one another.

It is a cruel bondage. For instance, if a

woman had heated a pan of water to bathe

her children and a neighbor came in, the

water, often carried from quite a dis-

tance, would have to be thrown out, or the

children would contract some skin disease.

Again, if any of the baby’s garments were

on the floor and any stranger, no matter

who, should accidentally step on them or

touch them in any way, something terrible

would happen the baby. Last week I went

to see a woman whose baby died a few

weeks ago, and she said: “Oh, there was

nothing wrong with my baby, but such a

one,” naming a woman I know very well,

“came in and my baby pined away after-

wards until she died.” This woman has

been attending our meetings for over a

year and never misses a day, wet or dry,

and that is all the length she has gotten.

It is wonderful the hold these supersti-

tions have on them. None but God can

break the chains and let the prisoners

free. Thank God for the sowing time.

He will also give a reaping time.

Cyprus.—The news, that some one had

contributed $1,500 to rebuild the chapel

at Larnaea, was received there Thursday,

Nov. 28, 1901, and made it a day of real

thanksgiving to the Mission in Cyprus.

The previous week Dr. Moore had made
a visit, with Mrs. Moore and the children

and Mr. Demetriades, which he thus de-

scribes : “We were well received. It was

noon when we arrived, and by the time I

had put up our horse and taken dinner

there were between eighty and one hun-

dred people around us. I spoke to them

and read the story of the young ruler. I

then attended to the sick, and nearly all

remained to hear Mr. Demetriades.

“A priest present was very friendly, and

all asked us to come again. There was no

opposition, but, if the Bishop of Larnaea

hears of our visit, he will sow tares,

I am sure, which we will find next trip.”

Eev. Henry Easson has sent us the fol-

lowing report of the work of the colpor-

teurs for the six months ended Nov. 30,

1901:

They have visited three cities and sixty-

four villages. Some of the latter might be

called small cities.
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They have read the Word of God to

1,257 persons, of whom over two-thirds

were not able to read it for themselves.

They have conversed about the Bible

and salvation through Jesus Christ alone

to about 2,000 persons, when they had no

opportunity to read to them.

They have sold 283 volumes—viz., 19

Bibles, 48 New Testaments and 216 por-

tions.

The sales were made in eleven different

languages—namely, Arabic, Armenian,

English, French, German, modern Greek,

ancient Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Turkish

Arabic type and Turkish Armenian type.

They say : “The common people have a

desire to hear the Word of God, and ac-

knowledge that they do not live as it re-

quires, but they do not repent and obey

the gospel.”

The colporteur in Nicosia was driven

from one of the club rooms, threatened and

forbidden to return, but he says that as a

rule, both in the cities and in the villages,

the people are kind and attentive—in

some villages the Muhtars (chiefs) would

invite the people to come together and

ask the colporteur to read and explain the

gospel to them. The colporteur in Ky-
renia says: “When in a village coffee

house a monk came in and spoke against

the society and against the Scriptures we
were selling, but as he could not prove any

of his charges, and especially when two

men who were present spoke in favor of

hearing, and reading the Scriptures, the

monk was put to silence.

“In another village a priest came into

the coffee house and claimed that our

books were corrupted, but when on com-

parison he could find no fault he was

silent, but he went out and threatened the

people, so that the next day no place was

open to me, and no one would give me a

place to spend the night, so I gathered up

my books and blanket and went to the

police station and stayed there all night.

Many of the people pitied me, but they

were afraid to receive me into their houses.

In the morning, while going to another

village, I had to pass a steep hill, and a

man rolled a large piece of rock from the

top and it came crashing into the road

just in front of us. The man ran away
before we were able to recognize him. The
Lord preserved us from harm.”

Thus the conflict continues between

good and evil, but we know that the vic-

tory is ours, although it may be delayed,

for He who is with us is stronger than he

who is with our opponents.
'

Letters of recent date from Cyprus in-

timate that owing to the failing health of

Mr. and Mrs. Easson, they will not be

able to remain in the field, and will prob-

ably leave the island early in the year, re-

turning to America in the spring or sum-

mer. The churches do not need to be re-

quested to remember these beloved mis-

sionaries in prayer in the hour of their

affliction. The work is the Lord’s.

Mersina, Asia Minor.

—

Under date of

Dec. 24, 1901, Rev. R. J. Dodds writes

as follows :

Nov. 10 I held communion in Tarsus.

Dec. 15 I dispensed the Lord’s Supper in

Adana. At each place the number of com-

municants present partaking of the feast

was twelve, I believe. As usual, they were

pleasant occasions. In former place I re-

ceived a man and his wife into the mem-
bership of the Church. In the latter

place a man and his wife and two other

men—one a brother of the woman’s hus-

band. One young man who has been study-

ing the Scriptures very diligently for a

year, and whom I hoped would make a

profession of faith, made no application,

and yet I hope he will by and by.

In Mersina meetings continue to be well
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attended. I hope to hold communion
shortly after the New Year vacation

—

when the schools have resumed work.

China.

—

In a private letter, written at

Canton, Nov. 15, 1901, Miss Jennie B.

Torrence speaks of herself and Dr. George

as engaged in the study of the language,

and expresses the hope of early reinforce-

ments. “We can see,” she says, “the need

of many laborers, and pray there will be

those who are ready to help in this great

harvest.”

As soon as practicable after the arrest

of the anti-foreign uprising in the sum-

mer of 1900, Dr. Arthur J. Brown, Secre-

tary of the Presbyterian Board, was sent

to China to inquire into the condition

of its missions. He spent four months in

the field and has embodied the result of

his observations in a most interesting re-

port, of which we have received a copy

through the courtesy of Secretary Robert

Speer. His story of the sufferings and

death of missionaries and Christian con-

verts is full of pathos and furnishes fresh

proof of special energy wrought into men
and women when the grace of God takes

hold of them. Dr. Brown attributes the

outbreak to the combined influence of

three forces: Foreign commerce, Euro-

pean politics and Christianity. In reply to

the silly critics who would hold the mis-

sionaries chiefly responsible, he expresses

the conviction that, “if no other force had

been at work than the foreign missionary,

this anti-foreign agitation would never

have started,” and quotes as an endorse-

ment the words of Dr. H. H. Jessup, who
exclaims with fine scorn : “The mission-

aries responsible, indeed ! The diplomats

of Europe know better. Had there been

no grabbing of seaports, no forcing of

modern improvements and European

goods down the throats of the Chinese, the

missionaries would have been let alone

now as in the past.” Then follows the

testimony of such men as Hon. Geo. F.

Seward, President Jas. B. Angell, Hon.

Charles Denby, former United States

Ministers to China, ex-Secretary of State

John W. Foster, counsel for the Chinese

Government in the settlement with

Japan; Consul-General Goodnow, of

Shanghai, and others whose experience

gives them the right to speak with author-

ity, and these men are a unit in stamping

such blatant criticism as unfair, and un-

just. Especially interesting is the mes-

sage that Governor Yuan Shih Kai sent to

the Baptist and Presbyterian missionaries

of the Shantung Province this spring:

“You, reverend sirs, have been preaching

in China for many years, and without ex-

ception exhort men concerning righteous-

ness. Your church customs are strict and
correct, and all your converts may well ob-

serve them. In establishing your cus-

toms, you have been careful to see that

Chinese law was observed. How, then,

can it be said that there is disloyalty ? To
meet this sort of calumny I have in-

structed that proclamations be put out. I

purpose hereafter to have lasting peace.

Church interests may thus prosper and
your idea of preaching righteousness I can

promote. The present upheaval is of a

most extraordinary character. It forced

you, reverend sirs, by land and water, to

go long journeys, and subjected you to

alarm and danger, causing me many
qualms of conscience.”

Dr. Brown’s discussion of the indem-

nity question and the relation of mission-

aries to the civil power is judicious and

should have the approval of thinking

men.

Matters relating exclusively to the ac-

tion that the Presbyterian Board should

take in regard to its own stations and work

are passed over as questions that do not
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directly concern our readers. But what

he says as to the vastness of the field and

the duty of a forward movement is of gen-

eral interest. We would like to publish

this part of the report in full, but must be

content with a single paragraph. It re-

veals the true missionary spirit

:

“Truth always overcomes error. Pro-

gress invariably wins the victory over blind

conservatism. The higher civilization is

sure to conquer the lower. * * * We
are not wise above what is written when

we declare that the eternal purpose of God

comprehends China as well as America.

He did not create these four hundred mil-

lions of human beings to simply fertilize

the soil in which their bodies lie. He has

not preserved China as a nation during

these forty-eight centuries for nothing.

Out of the apparent wreck the order of a

new dispensation will come—is already

coming. Frightened men thought that the

fall of Rome meant the end of the world,

but we can now see that it cleared the way

for the gospel. Pessimists feared that the

violence and blood of the crusaders would

ruin Europe, but instead they broke up

the stagnation of the Middle Ages,

and made possible the rise of mod-

ern Europe. The faint-hearted said

that the Indian mutiny of 1857

and the Syrian massacres of 1860

ended all hope of further missionary work

in those countries, but in both they

ushered in the most successful era of mis-

sions. We have long felt that the bar-

riers which have separated China from

the rest of the world must, like the middle

wall of Tien Tsin, be cast down and over

them a highway for all men be made. We
did not expect the process to be so sudden

and violent. But the hammer of God is

doing in months what would otherwise

have taken weary generations. Let us not

be discouraged because the air is still filled

with the deafening tumult and the blind-

ing dust and the flying debris. Let us not

lose heart and sound a retreat because

some ‘of whom the world is not worthy’

have been crushed in the awful rending.

But let us utilize the new opportunity

which is given us. Up to this time we

have been playing with foreign missions.

It is now time for the Church of God to

understand that its great work in the

new century is to plan this movement on

a scale gigantic in comparison with any-

thing we have yet done, and, in a spirit

of the broadest Christian statesmanship,

to intelligently, adequately and prayer-

fully grapple with the stupendous task of

Christianizing Asia.”

New Hebrides.—A private letter from

Rev. Dr. John G. Paton, dated Kew, Aus-

tralia, Dec. 10, 1901, contains many items

of public interest

:

We feared Frank (Rev. F. H. L. Paton,

of W. Tanna) would have to return by last

steamboat, but in great weakness he holds

on, in the hope of better health, as his

house has been removed to higher ground.

We feel very anxious about him. Lately

he had one very bad turn, but as the

spiritual work in his district is so en-

couraging he will hold on till he can no

longer carry it on. Oh, that God would

spare him for it. War is all around his sta-

tion inland, war among the natives is going

on, and when last letters left some four-

teen persons had been shot dead, and the

war going on by powder, bullets and rifles

supplied by an American trading with

the natives. If the United States had last

year adopted the bill of Senator H. C.

Lodge and Congressman H. C. Gillett,

these murders might have been prevented,

and no man knows how many more will

fall before these tribal wars stop. Last

mail brought this sad news about a fort-

night ago, and also the news of increasing

success on most of the islands in the con-
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version of many to the worship, love and

service of our dear Lord Jesus Christ. Mr.

Fraser, one of the missionaries of Epe,

writes, that “on that island in the moun-

tains several savage tribes lived, who now

and again used to swoop down upon some

village for murder and plunder. About

five years ago an open-faced, pleasant-

looking man, one of them, came and said

he was tired fighting and wanted the mis-

sionary to teach him about the true God.

He remained at the mission house about

two years, and then returned to his own

savage mountains as a Christian teacher.

After three years’ work alone among them

he got the missionary to go and spend a

Sabbath with him and them. After a

weary climbing journey, they reached the

church on Saturday night and saw only

the teacher’s house and two or three more

houses near. After the teacher went

among
-

them, those mountain savages re-

solved to exterminate the whole Christian

people on the shore. One day they were

all assembled in a large fishing party un-

armed. The savages had surrounded the

Christians before they knew their danger.

They gathered together and prayed fer-

vently to God to protect them, and when

they were all ready they raced and broke

through the cordon of the savages, who

sent a hail of bullets in among them and

after them, yet they all escaped unhurt.

The savages were amazed, and cried out,

‘Our bullets won’t hit the Christians; by

a miracle their God has preserved them.’

They returned home and began to receive

the teaching of their missionary, who had

adopted the name Paul. At daylight the

Christians began to assemble, each party

bringing with them a basket of food. Two
hundred persons or so assembled to hear

the preaching of the gospel by Mr. Fraser,

the missionary, and the teacher. They

listened so attentively and behaved so well

he said it was a joy to preach to them.

After the morning service, they all assem-

bled, the Divine blessing was invoked, each

family or person opened their baskets and

very quietly partook of their humble meal,

and after a little rest they again assem-

bled for worship, and at the close all shook

hands and disappeared in the bush. At

daylight next morning about ninety ap-

peared again at the church for worship,

and they had a joyful service. Then

praising the Lord for all he had seen, the

missionary returned to his own station.

They seemed to respect and love their

teacher, and call him ‘Our Paul.’ They

live in small villages concealed in out-of-

the-way, inaccessible places—I suppose

for greater safety in war
;
but the teaching

of Jesus soon changes all their heathen

habits, giving them ‘peace on earth and

good will towards men.’ On Tanna a

number of as wonderful incidents have

lately taken place. Adored be our blessed

Jesus for the mighty transforming power

of the precious gospel. 0, that all felt it,

and enjoyed it, loving and living for

Jesus.

We have been led last week in deep

gratitude to praise the Lord. After a

long, hard fight for it, Mr. Barton, the

Prime Minister, and the Senate of our

Australian commonwealth, have, by a con-

siderable majority, passed a bill to gradu-

ally abolish the Queensland shocking

Kanaka labor traffic within five years. For

this we have wrought and prayed for over

twenty years, and now there is a good hope

for the future of our islanders. If the

United States would only, like Britain,

prohibit her American traders from giving

rum and intoxicating drink, opium and

firearms in barter to the islanders. We
trust God may lead Britain to annex the

New Hebrides ere long, for the sake of the

natives, and our mission work among
them, and for the sake of Australia, from

every good aspect.
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This last eight days I feel as if I had

begun to recover, and hope soon to be well

again, but am yet in pain and weakness

confined to the house, and unfit for public

work. My dear wife and I propose to go

to the islands by next steamer on the first

of February, and with change to my be-

loved converts and work among them, I

hope I will soon recover and come back

D. V. able for public service again. True,

we will land there in the beginning of the

worst part of the fever season, what all

avoid, but being unable for work here I

feel I can do it there where it is more

needed, and we trust Jesus to give health

and preserve us from all evil. I have the

confirmed, unwavering conviction that we

are immortal till our work is done, as ar-

ranged by our dear Lord Jesus Christ; so

having intrusted all to Him, it will be as

He wishes. Amen.

India.

—

A remarkable movement is re-

ported by missionaries of the London So-

ciety among the Shanars of the Salem dis-

trict in Southern India. “It is now two

months,” writes Rev. Arthur Dignum,

“since they”—some members of that com-

munity—“came to see me late one night

to tell me of the beginning of the move-

ment and to ask me to visit the villages

and see for myself. Mr. Scarsi and Mr.

Robinson went, and were greatly im-

pressed with the possibilities of the situa-

tion. Last week Mr. Scarsi came back

from a third visit with the glad news that

seventeen villages were taking part in the

movement, that five documents, making

over land and houses to the mission, had

been registered in the government office,

and that the foundations of the first Chris-

tian school were being laid. I have never

known land and houses handed over in

this way, and in my opinion it is an ab-

solutely certain guarantee of their good

faith. Three of the Christians have

promised 100 rupees each, and an appeal

has been prepared for circulation among
the wealthier Christian Shanars of the

South. It seems likely that the whole

Shanar community of the Salem district,

numbering over 60,000, will be affected

by this movement, which promises to mark
an epoch in the history of the mission.

Our hearts are full of praise and thanks-

giving to God.”

In a letter, under date of Nov. 6, 1901,

Mr. Dignum reports a conference that he

and Mr. Scarsi held with forty headmen

of the Shanars, representing eight vil-

lages. “The headmen,” he writes, “seated

themselves in front of Mr. Scarsi and my-

self, behind them being about 1,000 vil-

lagers of various castes.

“Mr. Devasagayam conducted a brief

devotional service, and then delivered a

very fine address, explaining the object of

the meeting. He was followed by three of

the Christian Shanars, each of whom gave

a brief sketch of his own life. Then

Solomon Nader, the man who first began

this striking work, delivered one of the

finest addresses I have ever had the privi-

lege of listening to. In the course of it

he told the headmen that our main object

was not only to educate their children, but

to bring them all to Christ.

“After he had finished I asked them if

they were willing to pledge themselves to

send their children to school and to accept

the ministrations of a Christian evan-

gelist. They said, ‘We agree !’ But one

of the chief men said:
£We cannot at

present speak for all our people. We must

consult them again/

“We got home at last, thoroughly tired

out, but rejoicing at the marked signs of

interest manifested by the Shanars. The

meeting was to me the most interesting I

have ever attended in India.

“A few days previous to this Mr. Scarsi

had visited another village, where a school
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and teacher’s house have already been

erected. After meeting with the leading

people, one of them said to him : ‘Our

gods have gone to the mountains
;
your

God is our God now.’

“We are only yet at the beginning of

this work. Much has to be done in the

way of teaching and organizing. The

people are ignorant and superstitious
;
but

they are willing to be taught. Pray for

us, that we may be guided and blessed.”

Africa.—Two new missionary steam-

ers have been provided for use on the

mighty Congo and its affluents, and they

promise to be very useful in the work of

evangelizing that vast region. First was

the S. S. “Lapsley,” named in honor of

that valiant young missionary of the

Southern Presbyterian Board who laid

down his life some few years since. This

vessel was constructed at Richmond, Va.,

costing about $10,000 delivered at the

mouth of the Congo. She had then to be

taken to pieces, conveyed by rail to Leo-

poldville, reconstructed at the heavy cost

of over $8,000. To meet this total cost of

$18,466, the children of the Southern

Presbyterian Church have given over $15,-

000. The vessel is working admirably, hav-

ing made the tour to Luebo and return in

twenty-six days, a distance of about 1,800

miles, thousands of natives welcoming the

steamer with songs of praise and all sorts

of demonstrations of joy. The Mission-

ary says: “Just ten years from the time

our sainted young pioneer first landed at

Luebo, amongst savages and in a country

hitherto wholly unknown, a beautiful ves-

sel bearing his name on her silken flag

steams to the Luebo landing, amid the

songs of thanksgiving that rose from the

hearts and lips of the multitudes that

greeted her.”

The other vessel provided for the Congo

is the steamer “Livingstone,” built by

friends of the Congo Balolo Mission in

memory of Mrs. Grattan Guinness, who as

long as her life lasted, did so much for

this mission. The “Livingstone” was built

in England, and, like the S. S. “Lapsley,”

has to be taken to pieces and transported

by rail from Matadi to Stanley Pool at a

cost of $10,000. Enormous as this sum

seems, it is much less expensive than the

carrying by porters over the 250 miles

around the cataracts. No piece of the

steamer thus carried could weigh more

than ninety pounds. The first cost of this

steamer is already met, but she will not be

sent out until the amount needed for her

transportation and reconstruction is pro-

vided .—Missionary Herald.

Mr. Frederickson, a Swedish mission-

ary on the Congo, tells of a native, named

Miongo, whose heart the Lord opened, and

who, after having gone straight home and

burned his fetishes, came back and asked

to be baptized. The missionary said that

he had better wait a little and put himself

under instruction; but the youth, repeat-

ing the text from which the preacher had

spoken (“Repent and be baptized in the

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of

sins”), insisted that he did repent and be-

lieve, and that the seal of baptism could

not be withheld. So, after prayer and

explanation as to the meaning of the rite,

the immersion took place in the presence

of many of the villagers. Mr. Frederick-

son passed on his way and saw no more of

Miongo for two months, when he appeared

at the mission station and asked to be

taught to read the gospels, a copy of which

he had bought with his savings. He
learned quickly, and when, a few months

later, an experience meeting was held, he

read some verses from his gospels, and

spoke simply and acceptably to those as-

sembled. In course of time he expressed

a wish to be sent out as preacher, and, as
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he had given proof of aptness to teach, he

was stationed in one of the Congo villages.

Here he labored diligently, gathered a

number of boys, whom he taught, and who

assisted him in building a small church,

where, as the fruit of his labors, twenty-

six heathen have been baptized, and thirty

more are under instruction. In the midst

of his activity he was arrested by an attack

of “sleeping sickness,” and his last words

were : “I am going home to Jesus.”

—

Calwcr MissionshloM.

When in England recently, Bishop

Tucker, of Central Africa, made an ad-

dress in which he described the remark-

able progress of missionary work in

Uganda within the last decade. “Ten

years ago,” he said, “the number of bap-

tized Christians in Uganda was something

like 300. To-day it is 30,000, an increase

of exactly a hundredfold. Ten years ago

there was but one church—one place of

Christian worship in the whole of Uganda.

To-day there are 700. Ten years ago there

were but some twenty native evan-

gelists at work; to-day there are some

2,000, Baganda men and women definitely

engaged in the work of the Church

—

again an increase of exactly a hundred-

fold.”

In none of the adjacent kingdoms was

the gospel preached ten years ago, but

now, through the missionary effort of the

people of Uganda themselves, there are in

Bungoro to the north, Toro in the west,

and Bussogo to the east, well-organized

churches that are seeking to extend a

knowledge of Christ into the regions be-

yond.

AT HOME.
Allegheny, Pa.—

A

ttention is called

to these items from Central Board of

Missions

:

Financial Statement

;

Overdrawn Expendi- Overdrawn
Dec. 1. 1901. Receipts, tures. Jan. 1. 1902.

Domestic Miss'on $125.01 $38>'..24 $592.00 $717.01
Southern Mission 223.81 5>-9.60 421.66 S5.87
Indian Mission 250.37 156.67 183.33 277.03

On hand. On hand,
Dec. 1,1901. Jan. 1,1902.

Chinese Mission 119.86 68.34 62.20 126 U0
Jewish Mission 159.42 119.16 100.00 178.58
Sustentation Fund 356.56 73.60 450.16

Domestic Mission .—Notwithstanding

the fact that attention has been called to

the action of Synod requiring clerks of

Presbyteries to let the Board know the

amount of the appropriation that had been

earned during the quarters ending March,

June, September and December, no re-

ports were received at the January meet-

ing from four Presbyteries, and in some

of those received, the Board was asked to

make the calculations the clerks should

have made. That pastors and supplies en-

titled to aid may not be compelled to wait

three months longer before receiving it,

distribution will be delayed a short time in

order to afford those clerks^ who have

failed to make their reports, the opportu-

nity to do so.

It will be noticed that the Domestic

Mission Fund was overdrawn on Jan. 1

$717.01.

Chinese Mission.—Mrs. Johnston has

severed her connection with the Mission

and Mrs. Boreland is for the present in

charge. During the year 1901 there were

37 scholars enrolled. The number en-

rolled in December, 1901, was 19. The
average attendance was 12+1. The num-

ber of baptized Chinese in connection with

our mission living in Oakland is 10, in

other places 6 ;
3 of these latter are in

China, Mrs. Johnston writes very favor-

ably of those who attended the school dur-

ing the past year.

Southern Mission .—The attendance at

the school is about the same as it was last

year, except in room No. 1, where it has

fallen off some, rendering it no longer

necessary to employ an assistant there.

The measures adopted to secure prompt
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attendance have proved successful. The

school at Valley Creek, conducted by Miss

Foster, is doing well. The enrollment is

23. It will be still larger. The tuition

is collected without much difficulty. Mr.

Eeed preaches at this station once amonth.

The audience is composed chiefly of chil-

dren. The school at Pleasant Grove is not

so prosperous. Mr. Eeed preached there

a short time ago to an audience of about

40.

The Lord’s Supper was dispensed on

the first Sabbath of December. On the

ten evenings preceding, prayer meeting

was held, and much interest was mani-

fested. There was no accession.

J. W. Sproull.

Boston.

—

The National Eeform Con-

vention of Boston was held in Park Street

Church Tuesday, Jan. 14. There were

three sessions—9 A. M., 2 P. M. and 7 :30

P. M. Thirteen addresses were delivered.

Every speaker came to time. Eev. S. Mc-

Naugher presided at the first session, and

spoke on the theme, “Christ the King.”

He referred to the call of the Christian

endeavor to preach on this subject as an

encouraging sign of the times, and the

assassination of President McKinley last

September as God’s providential call to

this people to kiss the Son. Eev. Addison

P. Foster, D. D., secretary of the New
England Sabbath School Association,

spoke on “Civil Government God’s Moral

Ordinance.” He had not studied this

question as old-time National Eeformers

have, and only sees men as trees walking.

But his sight is improving. “Is the Con-

stitution of the United States Immoral?”

was answered by your correspondent in the

affirmative

:

1. In that it does not faithfully repre-

sent the Christian origin, history, charac-

ter and life of this nation.

2. In that it does not at all recognize

the King of Kings.

3. In that it contains unscriptural pro-

visions.

4. In that it is a fatal drug to the con-

sciences of our Christian citizens.

5. In that it is a poison paralyzing the

Christian life of this nation by secularism.

6. In that it wrongs the Christian

Church, to whom kings are nursing

fathers, and queens nursing mothers.

Eev. A. H. Plumb, D. D., of the Eox-

bury Congregational Church, spoke on

“The Necessity of Eeligious Education in

Our Public Schools.” He quoted Daniel

Webster : “The right of the State to pun-

ish crime involves the duty to teach

morals.” You cannot teach the history of

our country without God and Christ and

the Bible. You cannot educate without

developing body, mind and soul.

Eev. J. P. Stoddard read a well-pre-

pared paper on “Anarchism, the Veiled

Prophet of Assassination.” It went to the

core of the cancer.

Eev. G. M. Eobb, of Syracuse, N. Y.,

spoke on “Christ, the King of Nations.”

He reigns whether the nations acknowl-

edge Him or not. Eebellion against Him
brings judgments. Obedience brings

blessings. Col. Stephen W. Nickerson, at-

torney, spoke on “Chinese Immigration

Eestriction.” He is counsel for three for-

eign consuls, and often appears before the

U. S. Supreme Court. He is an expert.

He gave an unanswerable argument

against the Geary law. It is unconstitu-

tional. It is in contravention of our treaty

with China, the Burlingame treaty. It

is unwise, as it tends to close the open door

to our trade. It is unjust and oppressive.

Eev. A. C. Dixon, D. D., of the Euggles

Street Baptist Church, spoke on “The

Saloon Before the Throne of Christ.” It

was full of wit, pathos, invective, sar-

casm, fire, pity, logic, eloquence, rhetoric.

Only he could speak so. Eev. A. A. Berle,

D. D., of the Brighton Congregational
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Church, spoke on “The Nation’s Respon-

sibility for the Protection of the Family

Against Unseriptural Divorce.” He des-

ignated our divorce legislation as a scan-

dal on our modern civilization. Only one

cause is allowable according to Christ’s

law:

Benjamin F. Trueblood, LL. D., secre-

tary of the Peace Society, spoke on “The

Responsibility of This Nation for Ending

Great Britain’s South African War by

Arbitration.” He had visited England

many times. He found the best part there

opposed to this war, as the best part of our

people are.

1. Our growing power among the na-

tions involves responsibility for this war’s

ending.

2. Great Britain is harming herself

—a matter of grave moment to our na-

tion because of our close relation to Great

Britain.

3. Because the God of peace will chas-

tise us if we prove derelict in this crisis.

Rev. Edward M. Taylor, D. D., of the

Howard Street M. E. Church, spoke on

“The Responsibility of This Nation for

the Constitutional Rights of Our Colored

Citizens.” He spoke fervently, grandly,

truly. Rev. Jas. H. Earle spoke on “The
Nation’s Responsibility for the Sabbath.”

Rev. B. E. Bergeson, Lutheran Norwegian

pastor, spoke on “Rome and America.”

This was clear, discriminating and justly

severe. All the daily papers gave good re-

ports. The Transcript devoted three and

a half columns. The American Citizen

gave a page and a half this week, and will

give two pages next week. The attend-

ance was better than heretofore.

. J. M. Foster.

Cedarville, 0.—William Fowler, son

of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Fowler, died on

Tuesday morning, Jan. 7, after eleven

days of sickness with pneumonia. He was

born Dec. 14, 1880. In the sixteenth year

of his age he joined the church, to which

he has ever been devoted and faithful.

He followed his Master in life, and in

death he was not forsaken. When he

realized that he would remain here but a

few hours at the longest, he requested the

presence of his parents and brothers and

sisters, that he might speak to them a last

farewell. It was then that he prayed in a

manner that showed the blessed triumph of

grace in the heart. Surely he has gone

to his home, to which during his sickness

he asked to be taken.

And whereas it has seemed good to our

Heavenly Father to remove from us one

so young and promising, who was so faith-

ful in Christian duty and obliging in dis-

position, who will be so much missed from

the home, the church and from the young

people’s meetings, resolved

:

1. That we, as members of the Young
People’s Society, hereby express the deep

sense of loss which we feel in his removal

from us.

2. That we endeavor to profit by his

example to the end of increasing our de-

votion to our Saviour Jesus Christ, by

whom alone in life and in death cometh

the victory through faith.

3. That we extend our sincerest sym-

pathy to the parents and brothers and sis-

ters, who in this Providence have been

deprived of a most dutiful son and affec-

tionate brother.

Mary B. Ervin,

Mary E. Sterrett,

W. J. Sanderson.

Chicago, III.—The work here is pro-

gressing favorably, and the mission con-

tinues to get a firmer foothold in Chicago.

We feel very grateful for the kindly in-

terest manifested by so many friends

throughout the Church, but we would not

forget that, like Paul, we are debtors both

to the Greeks and to the Barbarians
;
both
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to the wise and to the unwise. Many of

our members evidently are commencing to

realize the importance of Chicago as a

strategic point for effective missionary

work, and while we keenly feel the need

of a church building, we implicitly believe

that God in His providence will give in

proportion as we trust Him. He will give

that which is good.

It is a choice privilege to be constrained

through the love of Christ to active mis-

sionary work under adverse circumstances,

and to succeed through power of the un-

seen Hand directing the human agency.

It is not in man that w^alketh to direct his

steps. We now have $1,000 on hand for

building fund, and about $1,000 more

promised, and we do not know of any rea-

son why we should not have a church

building and parsonage even though it

takes thirty or forty thousand to do it

with. Of course if we had about $10,000

we could put up a building to suit for

some time, and then add to it as occasion

required.

J. C. McC.

Staunton, III., is about forty miles

northeast of St. Louis, and has a popula-

tion of about 2,500. The congregation

has been in existence for many years, but

was never large. The communion Sab-

bath was the second of December. The

day was wet, but not sufficiently so to pre-

vent the members being present. There

was no accession. Last spring several

united with the church.

On Thursday, Dec. 5, the commission to

ordain and install Mr. Benn met. The

members were all present. The trial

pieces were delivered, and after that

the examination of the candidate was at-

tended to. In some Presbyteries this is

a mere form. Not so in that of Illinois.

There was a large audience present, all of

whom, with the exception of two persons,

remained, until the hour for recess had

arrived. The questions were asked and

the answers given with sufficient distinct-

ness to be heard all over the building. Mr.

Faris, the moderator, examined in He-

brew, Mr. Pearce in Greek, Mr. Crooks in

Theology and Distinctive Principles, and

Mr. Elsie in Personal Piety. All of the

examinations, which were at considerable

length, and the trial pieces were most

heartily sustained. The members of the

Commission spoke in high terms of

commendation both of the trial pieces

and examination. The sermon was

preached by the writer from II.

Timothy 4 :2. Mr. Elsie made the

ordination prayer
;

Mr. Faris ad-

dressed the pastor and Mr. French the

people. The right hand of fellowship was

then given by the members of the Com-

mission, after which the officers of the con-

gregation, the members and then the

friends came forward and welcomed our

young brother to his field of labor. The

heartiness with which the welcome was

given and the kind words spoken, were

sufficient evidence that the new pastor has

a warm place in the affections of the large

audience that was present.

The prospects of this congregation are

encouraging. There is no division among

the members. They are united and in

earnest. While the church building is not

large, it is quite comfortable. The attend-

ance of outsiders on the Sabbath services

is very gratifying. In many ways they

evince an interest in the welfare of the

congregation. Doubtless some of them

will before long unite with us. Staunton

is a good mission field. Its young pastor

has the missionary spirit. He will spare

no pains either in the study or in outside

effort to win success.

J. W. Sproull.
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MONOGRAPHS.

DR. GEORGE’S FIRST MEDICAL
CASE.

My first medical case in China has

greatly strengthened my faith. I believe

it will interest those who have sent me.

Miss Torrence and I are now living in

Canton in the home of Rev. Nelson—

a

missionary of the American Board. We
are studying the language here, as the

mission house at Tak Hing is not yet

ready for us. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and

five-year-old Faith and Miss Myers—their

teacher—make us feel perfectly at home,

as you will know when I tell you that they

even sing the Psalms at worship for our

sake.

About three weeks ago a Chinaman who

attends Mr. Nelson’s services, and who is

the only Christian in his family, came

asking that the doctor come to see his

mother, who was very sick. Mrs. Nelson

wished me to take this one case, as it would

give her an opportunity to visit the women
of that home with the gospel, and, as I am
warned not to spend all my time in study,

I took the case. The man called sedan

chairs for us and so you may imagine us

going each in a sedan chair carried by

three coolies through the narrow Chinese

streets—just the width of our alleys at

home. Put yourself in my place and im-

agine the interest you would feel in this

strange ride through strange streets

thronged by strange people, and the shade

of anxiety which would creep in with the

thought of the possibilities of good or ill

on such an errand. “Lo, I am with you

alway,” came to me with new meaning in

this new experience, and I realized that

it was God’s errand—not mine—and that

He would work if I but believed.

Our last turn brought us into a resi-

dence street—a little wider than the

others. I should say it was about two

yards wide. At the door of one of these

houses our coolies stopped, and the carved

door was immediately opened and we were

carried into a large room—a sort of outer

court. Our chairs were set down on its

tile floor and we stepped out. We saw at

once that this was a wealthy family. The
women of the family, with all the children

and servants, came hurrying to greet us.

Some of the small-footed women—not be-

ing able to hurry on their own feet—were

carried on the backs of their servant

women. We were invited into the living

room and tea was immediately served.

The house was not luxuriously furnished

as a wealthy American home would be, but

there were evidences of wealth—carved

chairs, silver tea saucers, two-tined sil-

ver forks, silk bed quilts and plenty of

room on the ground floor in a city house,

etc. Subsequently we learned that they

were a most unusual Chinese family in

many ways. They carried out my direc-

tions most minutely. A trained nurse at

home eould not have been more careful

than they were. They were evidently pre-

pared of God. All along I have been

praying for the people to whom I should

be sent that God would be preparing them

by His providences for my coming, and

here I found this family far in advance of

the people of their class, ready to receive

God’s messengers graciously and with re-

ceptive minds and hearts.

At length we were invited into the room

of the patient, and followed by the entire

retinue, and, it seemed to me, by all the

neighbors. The case was a complicated

one. There was marked dropsy, and I was

in doubt as to the cause of it. There was

a heart murmur, and there was a circum-
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scribed swelling under the left arm, ex-

tending half way around it. This tumor,

they said, had been there ten years, the

dropsy less than a week. The woman
coughed almost incessantly and labored

hard to get her breath, and there were

the physical signs of oedema of the lungs.

The throng of family and neighbors about

me as I examined the patient was discon-

certing. The fact that they watched my
face and my every movement made it hard

for me to think. I felt that I must not

hesitate or they would think I did not un-

derstand my business, and yet I needed

time to reason out in my own mind what

was probably the primal trouble and the

wisest course of action. The use of the

thermometer and the stethoscope seemed

to impress them favorabty, but at last I

felt I must prescribe, and looking to God

to guide to the best treatment, I wrote a

prescription and promised to call the next

day. The family followed us out into the

next room and besieged us with questions

and offered us fruits. The next day we

found some improvement in the patient’s

condition, but it was still critical. The

family did not show the least impatience,

as I had expected they would, although

they were very much concerned for her.

They had red curtains hung in front of the

door of her room. Mrs. Nelson explained

to me that this was to deceive the evil

spirits—making them think it was a bridal

chamber. The sound of her hard breath-

ing frightened them. They said there

must be a little devil in there. Mrs. Nel-

son spoke of the gospel, but they seemed

unwilling to hear it. A few days later

she spoke of it to the old sick woman, and

the woman replied, “I believe as far as I

know. Tell me how to worship your God.

Can I worship him lying in bed ?” Think

of it ! How wonderful is the condescen-

sion of God ! So far beyond the concep-

tion of the natural human heart ! A few

days later the daughter said that she was

thinking of becoming a Christian, and

wished to unbind her feet. Unbinding is

as painful a process as binding, and she

asked me for a prescription for something

to rub on to ease the pain. She will un-

bind her feet gradually, and she has al-

ready given me the small shoes she was

wearing on our first visit. The length of

the sole is exactly that of my forefinger.

The patient has steadily improved. The

tumor, being really enlarged glands, has

entirely disappeared, and with it the

dropsy. I had fears that her lungs were

seriously affected, but they have cleared up

wonderfully, and I feel that this sickness

was to the glory of God. Last Sabbath

Mrs. Nelson read the gospel there to fif-

teen who had not heard it before.

Those who support the China Mission

may feel that they had a part in that day’s

work. Many spoke in their letters to me
of my going as a privilege, and well they

may. I am praying that God will grant

many of you the same privilege. I believe

He is willing to if you earnestly seek it,

and I feel that it is worth seeking. God’s

promise of a hundred fold in this present

life to those who leave home for Him
means exactly what it says. Do not miss

that blessing if it is yours. Think of it

!

The message I have for that family and

the opportunity 1 now have to give it

!

They are exceedingly grateful. Both the

son and daughter plead to be taken to

Tak Hing. The son wishes to teach us

Chinese, and both wish to study medicine.

Pray for them that their lives may tell for

Christ in this country, which needs Him
so, and for me, that soon I may be able to

talk to them and help them.

Another thing which will interest you is

that each time we visit them they hand

us a red paper, in which were neatly folded

two Mexican dollars, so that now Mrs.

Nelson and I have each five dollars gold to
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hand into our mission treasuries from this

case—not much from a wealthy family

you may say, but yet our teacher feels that

he is well paid to receive half that much
for teaching six hours a day for a month.

It is interesting as showing what can be

done here. I am told by a prominent sur-

geon here that he could pay his own salary

by outside calls if he had the time to take

the cases. One reason why he can take so

few is that he has no trained nurse and no

financial manager in his large hospital,

and his time is taken up with that work.

Think how much wider would be his influ-

ence and his preaching if he were relieved

of that work inside the hospital and could

take those outside calls. From what I

have seen of the hospital work in China I

should judge that a trained nurse in each

hospital to train the native helpers would

increase the opportunities of the doctors

fifty to a hundred per cent. We need to

pray much for wisdom in opening this

work.

Canton, China. J. Maude George.

CENTRAL ALLEGHENY CONGRE-
GATIONS—A YEAR’S RECORD.

Spring Garden Sabbath School was

organized in September, 1887. That lo-

cality was selected because of its needs.

Except the school house, there was no

building of a public character; none in

which a religious service could be held.

Those who went to church or Sabbath

school were obliged to go to the city. The

great majority remained at home. The

building of a chapel became necessary on

account of the action of the directors re-

fusing to allow us to occupy the school

house after a specified time. Two lots

were purchased and a suitable building

erected in 1889. The school has prospered

from the first. Our present accommoda-

tions are not sufficiently large. An ad-

joining lot has been purchased, on which

it is proposed to erect an addition as soon

as the money can be raised. It is also in-

tended to have in the basement of the

chapel a gymnasium, reading room, etc.

This is necessary, as there is no place in

the borough in which the young men can

meet and spend an evening except the

saloons and “club rooms.”

The lots cost $1,000. There remains

unpaid $900. On $500 of this no interest

is to be paid for fifteen years from date

of purchase. The cost of the building

was about $1,500. There is no debt on it.

About $2,200 will be needed for contem-

plated repairs. They will not be com-

menced until the entire amount needed is

raised. If it can be done, the old debt will

also be lifted.

The statistics of the school for 1901

are : Total enrollment, 336 ;
average at-

tendance, 170; teachers, 20; officers, 6. In

connection with the mission there are a

Mission Band, a Junior C. E. Society and

a boys’ organization. The total receipts

from all sources for the year were

$738.10. There were expended for sup-

port of missionaries, $215.00; incidentals,

$147.80; Sabbath school supplies, $73.10;

building fund, $68.69; janitor, $52.50;

foreign mission, $48, $40 of which went to

the support of a scholar in the Syria Mis-

sion; interest, $20; relief fund, $15.15;

home mission, $10.43
;
Dr. Balph’s hospi-

tal, $5 ;
total, $55.67. There were addition-

al expenses the past two years on account

of the damage done to the foundations of

the building by the high water. These

are not included in the above statement.

During the four summer months a stu-

dent is employed as a missionary, receiv-

ing $50 a month. Prayer meeting is held

regularly every Wednesday evening, and

a preaching service every Sabbath even-

ing. The Lord’s Supper is dispensed once

a year. At the late communion held on

the 12th of January, there was an acces-
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sion of two. The number of members now

in connection with the Central congrega-

tion brought in by the mission is twenty-

five.

One drawback in connection with our

work is a decrease in church attendance.

Those who are engaged in the Sabbath

school in Spring Garden borough cannot

be present on Sabbath afternoons. A num-

ber who live there attend regularly the

services in the chapel, and only occasion-

ally worship with the congregation in the

city.

In May, 1895, we organized a Sabbath

school on Fountain Street, Allegheny.

This locality was also without any build-

ing in which religious services could be

held. The school was shortly afterwards

removed to a building on Compromise

Street, which we purchased and remodeled,

so that the first story could be used for

Sabbath school and church purposes. The

price paid was $1,000. A friend, Mrs. R.

S. George, gave us $400, and has kindly

promised us $200 more. All expenses for

repairs have been met. The debt on the

lot is $600. The school has done well.

There is an average attendance of over

sixty. A new building has become a neces-

sity. A building fund has been started by

the Junior C. E. Society. When the new

chapel is erected, and we hope it will be

before long, the location is so commanding

that it can be seen from the lower part of

Pittsburgh and Allegheny.

There is in connection with this mis-

sion a Junior C. E. Society. The receipts

for the past year from all sources were

$163.60; $41 were expended for Sabbath

school supplies, $38 incidentals, $36 inter-

est, $25 the missionary, $13.15 annual

treat, $5 relief fund, $5 national reform,

$4.50 insurance, and $3 water tax; total,

$157.

A student is also engaged here during

the four summer months, receiving $50 a

month. Prayer meeting is held every

Wednesday evening, and a preaching ser-

vice on Sabbath evening. Four persons

have connected themselves with the con-

gregation from this mission.

The average attendance at the congre-

gation’s Sabbath school was about 75.

The collections were $156.62, $59.83 of

which were given to foreign and domestic

missions
;
the rest was applied to Sabbath

school expenses.

The Chinese school raised $54, $30 of

which were applied to the education of a

Chinese boy in the Peking University, and

$10 incidentals.

The Missionary Society raised $268.32,

of which $91 were for the sufferers of the

Indian famine, $50 foreign missions, $36.25

Indian mission, $28 support of two chil-

dren in India, $25 support of our own
missionaries, $23.52 shoes for India mis-

sion, $7.21 incidentals, and $6 congrega-

tion; total, $266.98. In addition two bar-

rels of clothing, etc., were sent to the

Southern Mission.

The Young People’s Band raised

$88.98, of which $25 were applied to for-

eign missions, and $65 to our own mis-

sionaries.

The J. W. Sproull Band raised $79.59,

$60 of which went to the support of our

own missionaries, $8.10 to incidentals,

$3.25 to help a Bulgarian student prose-

cute his studies, and $3 to relief fund;

total, $74.35.

The C. E. Society raised $102.35, of

which $60 were appropriated to our own

missionaries, $13 to Rev. E. Teaz for

church debt, $11.50 C. E. expenses, $10.10

Balph Hospital, and $5 congregation

;

total, $99.60.

The total receipts of the Mite Society

were $55.69, all of which, except $5, went

to congregational expenses. The $5 was

given to the federation of churches.

In addition to this, the congregation
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raised over and above what was needed to

meet congregational expenses, $413.19,

which were applied as follows: Synod’s

schemes, $190.19 ;
for aiding other congre-

gations to pay debt on church building or

parsonage, $186; Chicago Mission, $25;

rescue work in Pittsburgh, $12.

Total receipts for other than congrega-

tional expenses, $2,120.44. Total expen-

ditures, $2,009.10. The above amounts

do not include what was given by mem-

bers, but not through the treasurers of the

different organizations and congregation.

This is our record for 1901. The con-

gregation is, so far as members and means

are concerned, only an average city con-

gregation. The different organizations

raise a large proportion of the money

needed to carry on our work. The Session

has the oversight of all. We have been

fortunate in securing earnest, devoted

workers. Mr. Robert Aikin has repre-

sented Session in Spring Garden Mis-

sion, and Mr. Jno. Aikin. in the R. S.

George Mission from their organization.

Mr. T. S. Trumbull has been superintend-

ent of the former almost from the first.

It will be seen from the statement that

the congregation in carrying on its work

has not depended on large contributions.

Except in two instances, one of which has

been referred to, it never received from

any contributor at one time more than a

hundred dollars for its missions. The
other instance was an unknown friend in

Australia, who somehow had heard of our

work and sent a handsome contribution at

a very opportune time. It, with other

contributions, making, not including the

$400, $500, will be acknowledged when
the history of the congregation is written.

We have faith in our missions. Our ex-

perience satisfies us that the R. P. Church

can engage successfully in efforts to reach

the unconverted about us.

J. W. Sproull.

HOW CLOCKS OPENED CHINA FOR
CHRIST.

For many years after Jesus Christ had

lived in Palestine, a little bit of a coun-

try on the Mediterranean Sea, the people

way off in China on the Pacific Ocean had

never heard of the Saviour. Hundreds of

years went by and the poor Chinese kept

on worshipping in the way their fathers

had done—which was to sacrifice to their

fathers and their fathers’ fathers—what

we call ancestor worship. We don’t be-

lieve that does very much good, especially

as God is the Father of us all, and He will

hear our prayers without the burning of

incense and holy paper, or the bowing

down before images.

Other Eastern countries were just as

badly off, knowing nothing of Christ, till

about 1540, soon after Columbus had

sailed west and had discovered America.

There was a wonderfully energetic man
alive then, Francis Xavier by name (pro-

nounced Zav’e-er), who lived what our

President would call a strenuous life. He
was never content unless he was preaching

Christ to some heathen and baptizing

them. You must read about him some

time; for it is not about him that I want

to tell you, but about a man who was born

the same year that Xavier died, 1552. I

mention this for two reasons : one is, that

Xavier hoped and intended to enter China

himself, but died on an island just off

the coast
;
the other is, that it has been

said that the missionary zeal of Xavier en-

tered into this man, and he was successful

in taking Christianity into China. His

name was Matthieu Ricci (pronounced

Reet-chee).

In 1580, when about thirty years old,

Ricci came to Macao, an island on which

the Portuguese had a fort, off the southern

part of China, near Canton, where the

best firecrackers come from. From that
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place he tried many times to enter into

China and plant a mission station. Each

time he was in a measure successful, but

each time the mandarin with whom he

had become acquainted would move away,

and then he would have to leave while he

was making friends with the new officer.

His best means of winning favor was to

give away as presents many Western in-

ventions, and chief among these were

clocks.

Now as these mandarins kept moving

around, just like Methodist ministers, the

fame of Ricci and his clocks reached even

to the Emperor at Peking, the capital.

The earnest missionary wanted nothing

better than to establish a mission at

Peking, so when he heard that the Em-
peror was interested in the clocks, he got

together a new and choice collection of the

very finest, and started for that city. He
got along very well in his travels, meeting

here and there a friendly mandarin, till

he reached Tien-Tsin. Here he was de-

tained for six months, with no prospects

of advance.

But events will take a turn. One day

the Emperor inquired for those clocks

!

How the knees of the courtiers shook?

His majesty was wroth. Let his subjects

tremble. They did. One braver than the

rest pulled himself together and spake:

“Oh, Emperor, thou gavest forth no writ-

ten declaration concerning this matter,

and who would dare bring in this dog of

a foreigner?” His wrath subsided, and

Ricci was sent for. In January, 1601,

drawn by six horses and escorted by thirty-

two men, this first Christian, armed with

his clocks, entered Peking, the Forbidden

City, with the Emperor's consent. Just

300 years later, in January, 1901, we were

reading of the soldiers of the Christian

nations entering Peking from Tien-Tsin,

but armed with guns instead of clocks

and without the consent of the Empress.

Civilization is advanced in various ways,

but history still repeats itself.

In due time the clocks of Ricci were

presented at the court, and the Emperor

was in ecstasies over his gift; he sat and

watched them work and strike; and ap-

pointed three men to the important duty

of winding them up, making it a special

office. Afterwards Ricci himself was pre-

sented to the court. After many bowings

and forehead knockings, he was ushered

into the throne room. He made his pros-

trations in a most humble manner, when
raising his eyes to the throne, he beheld

—

that it was empty. Yes, no Emperor was

there. What was the need? He was too

busy with other things, and the casket im-

plied the jewel ! So the great Emperor
of the East instead of receiving his guest,

was tickling his fancy with his clocks and

their strikings—probably the happiest

potentate on earth. And the audience was

ended.

But one day the clocks stopped. What
a hubbub there was ! Consternation

everywhere. The special clock winders

trembled for their lives. Happiness was

gone. Heaviness had come. Still Ricci

was on hand, and was hastily sent for, as

a Daniel or a Joseph to interpret dreams.

With his mechanical skill and knowledge

he was able to doctor the clocks, clean

them and set them going. All was well;

and Ricci was given the freedom of the

court. Not only so, but he had unlimited

leave to preach Christianity in the capital

city of the Chinese Empire, which he did

for the nine years that remained of his

life.

Ricci took to heart the Apostle Paul’s

injunction, “by all means to save some,”

but from other events in his life we are

led to think he changed it to mean to

use all means to spread Christianity. At
any rate he used clocks as an effective

means of entrance, and the missions he
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established were kept alive and flourished

for 125 years. In 1724, Christians were

forbidden entrance into China on penalty

of death. The door then locked was never

opened until 1842, and then but a crack,

and our Reformed Church was the first to

slip in at Amoy. Now all Christians have

free access to any part of the Empire.

God grant that this open door may never

again be closed, and that Christians will

seize the opportunity to set up the cross of

Christ in the land of Confucius. Will you

help ?—Francis K. IF. Drury, in Christian

Intelligencer.

THE BLESSINGS OF NAPHTALI.
Some years ago, when in England, we

came across a newspaper clipping with this

title, which we have handled so often that

it is nearly worn out. We do not know

the name of the paper from which it is

taken. Evidently the writer had in mind

the words: “0 Naphtali, satisfied with

favor and full with the blessing of the

Lord; possess thou the west and the

south.” He gives these three conditions of

fullness, which we publish in Olive

Trees, because they have been helpful to

us and we wish to preserve them and pass

them on to others that we may all be more

thoroughly qualified for the work of evan-

gelization :

“1. The condition of utter dependence,

soul-emptiness, soul-capacity, not head

ability. For example, in 2 Kings iv., God’s

fullness onty flowed when vessels—empty

vessels—were brought into direct contact

with fullness. In 2 Kings iii., the val-

ley was only filled with water—life-sus-

taining water, victorious water—when the

valley uTas empty, Tull of ditches,’ full of

emptiness.

“2. The condition of union, living,

vital touch, with Jesus, the Fount, the

Reservoir. If the vessel be not brought to

the fountain, there can be no fullness.

If the soul be not united to Jesus, the

Holy Ghost cannot be given.

“3. The condition of communion. Un-

less the vessel be brought to the fountain

and kept under the flowing stream, there

can be no fullness. Unless the child of

God brings the empty vessel of the heart

to Jesus, and keeps it there, there can be

no fullness. It was a profound saying of

M’Cheyne, that a ‘broken-hearted sinner

alone can receive a crucified Saviour.’
”

Having enumerated these conditions,

the writer goes on to say

:

“Some are never like Naphtali. (1)

Because they never go to the right source.

They turn aside to the broken, leaky cis-

terns of the world, to the polluted springs

of vain and sinful pleasures. (2) Be-

cause the vessel is not kept under the foun-

tain head. The soul is out of right condi-

tion. There is a want of soul harmony

with God. The child of God has been

drawn aside by the voice of the world; he

has ceased to abide in the true Vine; he

has begun to walk after the flesh; and the

fullness has ceased to flow. (3) Because

there is a leakage somewhere.”

Christianity would sacrifice its divinity if it abandoned its missionary character
and became a mere educational institution. When the power of reclaiming the lost

dies out of the Church it ceases to be the Church. It may remain a useful institution,

though it is most likely to become an immoral and mischievous one. Where the

power remains, there, whatever is wanting, it may still be said that “ the tabernacle

of God is with men.”

—

Professor Seeley.

The human race is divided into two classes—those who go ahead and do something
and those who sit still and inquire why it was not done the other way.

—

Holmes.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—Olive Trees costs only fifty cents a

year, or less than a cent a week, except

when mailed to subscribers in foreign

countries and in the Borough of Man-

hattan, N. Y., where it is published, when

seventy-five cents must be charged to cover

special postage. All communications

should be addressed to

B. M. SOMMERVILLE,

327 W. 56th St., Yew York.

—We are very thankful to the friends

who have sent us the names of so many
new subscribers for 1902, one elder of an

Ohio congregation securing twelve in as

many minutes on the annual Fast Bay.

Might not others co-operate with us in the

same way? We are not pleading for our-

selves, but for the cause that Olive Trees

represents. As many know, this paper is

dedicated to missionary work, and, if the

circulation reached 20,000, all avails after

meeting the bare cost of production would

have to be paid into the treasuries of the

Church on the simple principle of honesty

in dealing with God.

The elders can put this journal into

every home in the Church. They are the

trusted leaders and guides of the people,

familiar with their circumstances and

seeking their welfare. In no one way can

these ordained servants of Christ do more

to deepen the spiritual life of those under

their pastoral care and hasten the coming

of the Kingdom than by putting within

their reach reliable information in regard

to the needs of a redeemed world and the

claims of its Bedeemer.

—A few days ago we received a letter

without any date from “A Covenanter.”

This is the only signature. It was type-

written and runs thus

:

“In November Olive Trees I see the

statement that the funds of the Central

Board are much overdrawn, and that 'un-

less the Church intends to abandon some

of its mission work or greatly curtail its

operations, there must be a more liberal

support of its schemes/ I am sure that

in this harvest time we have no desire and

no right to curtail our mission work, but

rather to expand it. It is our personal

expense accounts which need to be cur-

tailed. My earnest prayer for guidance

in this matter has led me to offer my
rings. They are valuable to me chiefly

because they were gifts from dearest

friends, but, as the Lord’s steward, I feel

that I have no right to wear His gold

upon my finger, while His work is left

undone for the want of it. I am praying

earnestly that the debt may be raised

speedily, and I believe that we can do it.”

The rings are in our possession, but

unless the donor reveals her identity and

insists on their sale, they will not be dis-

posed of at present. A friend has agreed

to pay their estimated value into the treas-

ury of the Central Board, hoping that she

will consent to retain them for the sake of

associations. The sacrifice is not neces-

sary. There are thousands of dollars in

the Covenanter Church, lying idle, that

ought to be at work, and, when the pos-

sessors of that money are, through the in-

dwelling Spirit, made alive to their re-

sponsibility to give as God has prospered

them, there will be no lack of funds for

either home or foreign missions. All that

is needed to double present operations in

any of the fields could be given without

touching “our personal expense accounts”

or the sacrifice of a single comfort.

—In December Olive Trees received
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$1 for the mission in Syria from Mrs.

Evelyn Blair, Mankato, Kan.
;
$1 for the

mission in China, and $1 for the building

at Larnaca, Cyprus, from Mrs. Mary J.

Dunn, Quinter, Kan., with an earnest

prayer that the blessing of God may go

with the offering; and $20, or $4 each for

the Foreign, Chinese, Indian, Jewish and

Home Missions from Mrs. Mary J. Waite,

Toll House, Cal. These contributions have

been passed on to the proper treasurers.

—Early in January there came in $5

for the mission in Syria, and $2.50 for the

mission in China, from “A Friend of

Foreign Missions,” Allegheny, Pa.

—A letter from Mr. J. B. O’Neill, dated

Dec. 28, 1901, inclosed, with renewals to

Olive Trees, $29.16, the equivalent in

United States currency of £6, “an annual

contribution from ‘Four Friends in Bel-

fast,’ in support of an orphan with Miss

Cunningham, Suadia, Syria.” At the

close of his letter, Mr. O’Neill, who is the

editor of the Reformed Presbyterian Mis-

sion News

,

and an untiring advocate of

the forward movement, says : “I trust the

missionary enthusiasm on your side of

the Atlantic will warm us on this side.

We have need of a stirring and quicken-

ing.”

—A few weeks ago the C. E. Society of

the Eighth Street Reformed Presbyterian

Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., sent to Mr. Wal-

ter T. Miller, through its treasurer, Mr.

T. IP. Boyd, $150 for the support of three

native workers in China for 1902.

—Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, superintend-

ent of the Reform Bureau, Washington,

D. C., writes that the bill to restrict Amer-
ican traders from selling firearms and in-

toxicants to the natives of the New
Hebrides, or any islands in the Pacific,

within a given area, not “in the possession

of or under the protection of any civilized

power,” passed the Senate Jan. 8, 1902.

It remains to be seen what disposition of

it will be made in the House. Much de-

pends on petitions, and personal letters

from the people to their representatives.

Its defeat last year was largely due to the

indifference of Christian citizens. The

friends of missions should be on the alert.

—The Fleming H. Revell Co., New
York, Chicago and Toronto, has sent us a

package of books that claim brief notice

:

The Man from Glengarry. A tale of

the Ottawa. By Ralph Connor. Price,

$1.50, and

Deborah. A tale of the times of Judas

Maccabceus. By James Ludlow. Price,

$1.50.

These are works of fiction. The former

is a peculiarly attractive story. The author

possesses the rare tact of so clothing his

characters with life and motion that they

seem real, and we close the volume with

the feeling that we have formed the ac-

quaintance of a new circle of friends, with

whom we desire often to associate. The
picture that he has drawn of the minister’s

wife reveals at once the beauty of Chris-

tian character and the influence for good

that it never fails to exert on others. It

was her gentleness that won the heart of

Ranald, the hero of the story, and led him
to expose himself to teachings that eventu-

ally made him a vital force in society. Any
one who wishes to learn the art of so deal-

ing with careless men as to win them
to the Saviour ought to buy “The Man
from Glengarry.” The whole tone of the

book is good. Its lessons are so wise and

pure that no one can read it without hav-

ing an impression made on his heart in

favor of Christianity.

The latter is a novel based on historic

facts. The author has succeeded admir-
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ably in clothing both his real characters

and the “children of his fancy” with liv-

ing interest. Deborah, the heroine, is a

noble Jewess whom the reader will fall in

love with at once for her beauty and her

loyalty to the religion of her fathers. Her

escape from the toils of the baffled Apol-

lonius, who sought her ruin, and his ad-

ventures as a spy, in aiding the cause so

dear to his heart, are thrilling in their

details. The writer’s descriptions of the

battles of the Maccabees with an enemy

that vastly outnumbered them, under the

leadership of Judas, the “hammer of

God,” are vivid pen-pictures of historic

scenes. The book is a valuable contribu-

tion to the class of literature to which it

belongs.

Men of Might in India Missions. The

Leaders and Their Epochs, 1706-1899.

By Helen II. Holcomb. Price, $1.25.

This book is a series of brief biographies

beginning with Ziegenbalg in the eight-

eenth century, and ending with Samuel

Kellogg in 1899. It touches the lives of

fifteen missionaries, whose names are iden-

tified with gospel work in India, and who

wrought for Christ there with command-

ing influence and success. Miss Holcomb

has dedicated her book “to the young men
and maidens whose hearts God has

touched, and who in life’s fair morning,

looking out over the world’s great harvest

field, are asking, ‘Lord, what wilt Thou

have me to do ?’ ” We cordially commend
this as an excellent volume for Sabbath

schools and for home reading.

Latin America. By Hubert IT. Brown,

M. A. Price

,

$1.20.

This is a series of lectures delivered in

October of 1900 as the Students’ Lectures

on Missions at the Presbyterian Theo-

logical Seminary, Princeton, N. J., and

later at Auburn and at Western Theo-

logical Seminary. The titles of the lec-

tures are The Pagans, The Papists, The

Protestants, The Patriots, The Protest-

ants and the Present Problem. The pur-

pose of the author, as he states in his

preface, is to awaken an interest in Mex-

ico, Central and South America as mission

fields. “While progress has been made,

there is still great spiritual destitution,

and help is needed. In the great future

upon which this portion of the Western

Hemisphere is now entering, evangelical

Christianity should, under God, play a

chief part.” Every chapter is brimful of

facts and will repay careful study.

Missionary Readings for Missionary

Programs. By Belle M. Brain. Price, 60

cents.

This is a collection of twenty-five selec-

tions from well-known volumes of mission-

ary adventure and enterprise. The aim of

Miss Brain has been to provide some-

thing to make missionary meetings attrac-

tive and useful, and she has performed

her task well.

The Cheer Booh. By Amos R. Wells.

Price, $1.50.

Prof. Wells, finding in his own experi-

ence, as he tells us, that “worry is the ally

of every other sin, because it leads directly

to many of them all,” he lays emphasis on

the advice of our Lord, “Let not your

heart be troubled,” and, selecting from a

variety of sources, he gives in this little

volume “a word of cheer for every day of

the shining year.” Most of the selections

are from popular authors, but here and

there is one not so well known. For in-

stance :

Don’t be sorry, mo’ners, when de night

come down;

Worl’ is mighty full er sin en sorrer;

But a little star’s a-peepin’—des a-peepin’

all aroun’;

Somewhar de day’s a-breakin’, en de bells

er glory soun’,

En de birds’ll all be singin’ on ter-mor-

rer !
•

—

Atlanta Constitution.
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The Baker & Taylor Co., 33-37 East

17th Street, Union Square, North, New
York, has sent us

The Modern Mission Century. By
Arthur T. Pierson, D. D. Crown 8vo.

Price, $1.50.

We are deeply indebted to the pub-

lishers for calling our attention to this

new volume from the pen of one so thor-

oughly qualified by years of study to

write on this subject. In this review of

missions during the nineteenth century

the esteemed author sets himself to show

that the central figure in this great enter-

prise is the enthroned Mediator. Every-

where He is seen inaugurating, superin-

tending, directing and controlling its

movements. Doors are opened, workers

are trained, means are provided and re-

sults are secured at His command. The

work has on it, Dr. Pierson says, “the seal

of His imperial authority and draws its

energy from the springs of His exhaustless

power.”

Vigorous in style, conclusive in reason-

ing, reverential in spirit and loyal to the

Lord Christ, this volume cannot be com-

mended in too high terms. Theological

seminaries, where it is read, will be the

birthplace of missionaries and missionary-

pastors; Sabbath schools, where it is read,

will be the nurseries of congregations dis-

tinctively evangelistic in aim and effort;

and every family, where it is read, will be

the scene of symphonic prayer for the

coming of that day when the redeemed

world shall be willing to put its crown on

the head of the Eedeemer.

Olive Teees is glad to commend any

book that embodies this conviction: “So

long as mission work is thought of as a

church scheme or enterprise, adhesion to

it will be inconstant and variable. But

when God is seen leading the way, it will

become our high calling to follow. * * *

So long as faith sees the Lord on the bat-

tle field, every new advance is merely

keeping step with Him, and every new

accession of men or means is thankfully

owned as His answer to prayer and His

fidelity to promise.”

—At the request of Dr. Kerr, we insert

the following notice for the benefit of our

readers

:

The Scots Worthies. The number of

this volume ordered has far exceeded the

expectations of editor and publishers. An
edition of 1,200 copies, issued on the third

week of December, was immediately ex-

hausted, and orders for several hundreds

more could not be executed. Another

edition is, therefore, required, and the

printers promise it in February. Expres-

sions of complete satisfaction with the vol-

ume have come from those who have re-

ceived them, and many have repeated their

orders. The new edition will be an exact

reproduction of the one just issued, but

the face of the cover will be embellished

—

embossed design, with medallion portrait

of Knox in gold. All copies will be bound

in cloth of blue. All intending subscribers

should post their orders from the States

not later than the end of February, and

inclose one dollar, which will frank the

book post free and duty free to any ad-

dress in America. All orders to Kev.

James Kerr, 19 Queen Square, Glasgow,

Scotland.

“The Fiji Islands have a total population of about 122,000, and of these nearly

100,000 are regular attendants of the Wesleyan mission churches. The actual

Church membership is about 40,000. Their contributions for foreign missions last

year amounted to £6,000. The Fijis have sent many of their own people as mission-

aries to New Guinea and other islands.”
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